Frank Shackleton had been active as a business man, or perhaps rather 
swindler, for some time. He was also a member of London’s homosexual 
underworld, and the people he regularly consorted with included Lord 
Ronald Gower, a son of the Duke of Sutherland, known as another 
promiscuous homosexual. Shackleton’s friends ranged from some of the 
highest in the land to dismal rent-boys and male prostitutes. There were 
links with the coterie that had once surrounded Oscar Wilde, and with the 
paedophile ring that had been patrons of the notorious male brothel at No. 
19 Cleveland Street back in 1889. Lord Haddo was another of Shackleton’s 
friends, and dark rumours also surrounded the Viceroy himself, the 
Marquess of Aberdeen, and even the Marquess of Lome, who had married 
the Princess Louise, King Edward’s own sister. It was clear to the King and 
his advisors that prosecuting Shackleton would open a can of worms that 
exposed influential coteries of homosexuals with links ranging from the 
Royal Family to the rent-boys of the gutter. A vigorous heterosexual 
himself, King Edward was greatly pained by this state of affairs. There was 
clearly no possibility to charge Shackleton with the theft, since in cross- 
examination, he might mention names that would do great damage to the 
Royal Family and the Anglo-Irish Viceregal establishment. 

King Edward instead took out his frustration on the incompetent 
weakling Sir Arthur Vicars, who was made the scapegoat for the theft. The 
hapless Ulster King of Arms and his court were all dismissed from their 
positions, and more reliable men put in charge of running the Irish heraldic 
establishment. The Irish nationalists were of course gloating that King 
Edward had lost the Crown Jewels, never more so than in an article in the 
Gaelic American newspaper of 1908. The journalist Bulmer Hodson also 
pointed out that nightly orgies had been taking place at Dublin Castle, 
attended by Frank Shackleton and his great friend ‘Captain Gaudeans’, a 
man of absolutely depraved character, who had once been kicked out of 
Thorneycroft’s Horse for committing a bestial crime. 



